156            FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDEK THE  FLAG

that could be interpreted by the commander. In fact, the
Thetis and Loch Garry were "up against" the problems in earn-
est, and, after searching east and west for an opening, were
obliged to lie for the night fast in the pack. Fair weather being
the exception and bad weather the rule in the Polar regions, we
did not have to wait long for changes to vary the monotony of
one or the other condition. The following day a southerly gale
came on, making it prudent to send the Loch Garry back to God-
haven to wait till it had blown over, while the Thetis forced her
way into the pack to lay it out there.

The "crow's-nest," for the first week or ten days in the pack,
is the best point of vantage from which to study the problem
of ice work, and, if one does not fall a victim to inexperience
in that interval, he is fairly safe for the task before him. When
that task involved such responsibilities as the commander of the
expedition was bearing, the study of every phenomena had an
interest bearing upon the main purpose of the work. This held
him often twelve or fifteen hours there examining, reading and
trying to interpret signs in the distance. The experience of Se-
bree and Melville, both of whom had been in these Polar regions,
was valuable in the extreme.

The fight for advantages in the open water was constant; the
unceasing changes of the ice in motion required unremitting
vigilance to avoid damage from "pan" and "pack ice," driven
by wind or tide into one's way. From "Waigat Straits onward to
Upernavik progress was slow and only made by keeping on the
inshore side of the ice. It was more certain withal than venturing
outward into the middle pack, where the chances were even to be
and drifted helplessly back to Davis Strait, as happened
some years before to Sir Leopold McClintock.

After various mishaps with icebergs, gales, snow storms, and

fogs, which obscured the land and shut out all leads, the Thetis

Upemavik on the morning of May 29th, and for the first

time the commander understood what was meant by the anxious

of many consecutive hours in the "crow's-nest."

Emory eame on board to report Ms arrival the day before

from Brown Island, and gave an interesting bit of news of the

condition of the Arctic whaling fleet before and behind the

Tbere was a rumor current about Upemavik that fives could be seen from the "crow's-nest" with noat followed us outward. It was a demonstration of en-
